


Christmas Parade – a few shots in the dark…

   

        
 

I refer to these as “shots in the dark” because I often have no idea who I’m aiming the camera at until I see the results. 
Most of the light is coming from the parade, not on it. Sometimes it works, more often not. The opening image here, 
actually the last in the set, had me chasing JimmyO up the street. Funny too, I cought this with my first burst of five or six 
exposures. Yes, it’s Christmas, definitely a “color” holiday – so I posted the color version on Facebook so all the locals 
could see it. Admittedly even I like it better, just not as an addition to my b&w set of Havre de Grace Christmas Parade 
images. Once again, I was stuck shooting at ISO 12800 – oh joy.

Four more images below:

      

Window on the Parade – Bocamexa Taqueria

Page 2 of 3



Christmas Parade – a few shots in the dark…

   

                    
                  

                    
              

                   
          

 

      

Night images, especially crowd exposures, show more shadow detail as as they are enlarged. All of these have been 
added to the Havre de Grace Christmas Parade page HERE… where they are a little larger, joining images from 2017, 
2018 and 2019.
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http://www.jamescraigphotography.com/folios/havre-de-grace/street-events-christmas.html


Rogue Christmas at the Vandiver – a Christmas Challenge
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Rogue Christmas at the Vandiver – a Christmas Challenge
Dec 21, 2021

Christmas in b&w – now there’s something of a challenge. I began by doing up a pretty nice color version of one of the
shots and sending it to Lilli and Katie. Then I lost myself for a while in experimenting, wasting half a day trying out various
split toning options, the more promising being magenta and green – Christmas colors. At first I thought I liked the effect,
but soon tired of it. Oh well, back to my purist b&w. Various degrees of reverse vignetting, the inverse of the dark
vignetting so effective for most performance exposures, “brightened” things up a little.

Once again, of course, pretty much everything was shot at iso12800, something I'm getting used to now. Makes for a little
(sometimes a lot) more work but there’s something to be said for an image that fights you all the way – and you still win.

The first three from the show are, in order: “Bah Humbug” Nate and Katie singing their one duet, “Baby, it’s Cold Outside”
with Katie and Brian, and Moxie (Marion Jackson) getting down with Brian singing what I believe was an Elvis Christmas
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More coming up – just a busy time of year. I’ve really enjoyed coming up with a work-flow for sets of low-light action 
images shot at insane iso settings. While I don’t often get that far into those things here, I’d be happy to if anyone is 
interested – it IS a little bit of a process. Of course, it works the same way on the color versions.

                     These open the final new folio page of the year – How Rogue Stole Christmas, where they are a little larger, etc.

http://www.jamescraigphotography.com/folios/rogue-swan/rogue-swan-21---christmas-show.html
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An Annegarn Work as a Christmas Present – an other people's art posting
Dec 26, 2021
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An Annegarn Work as a Christmas Present – an other people's art posting

   

          
 

We went to our local RiverView Gallery looking for a Christmas present for out oldest girl – they were in need for some art to hang on 
their walls. After almost an hour of considering a number of pieces, Nan noticed this set of 3.25x5 inch ceramic and wood pieces on a
table, not yet hung. Bingo. Didn’t know they were Maria Annegarn’s work until we looked at the tags. She’s one of about a half dozen 
local artists that we’ve wound up, without trying, collecting. We have a number of her wonderful, small human figures.

If it wasn’t Christmas, we’d be looking for a place to hang them – but it does feel good to give something you would want for yourself. 
Then you know it’s a good one. Caron took this picture for us after she hung them. OK, I moved them a little closer together in 
Photoshop so I could squeeze the image in here. Darn I like these… And the one we get out just for Christmas – her Christmas Lady. 
That’s a lump of coal in the bag

Maria doesn’t seem to have a web site any longer, but her work can be found in RiverView Gallery in town – she does have a 
following…
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Three More Duets from Rogue Christmas at the Vandiver
Dec 30, 2021

I know, kinda slow getting these up. Like most people, very busy right now. Here are the rest of the duet pairings from Rogue Swan’s
Christmas show at the Vandiver. Again, I’m having a great time meeting the challenge of iso 12800 w/lens wide open and trying to
keep both in focus. Reverse vignetting the edges helps keep the image looking a little bright and holidayish.

The opening shot, Katie and son Jess, sports a tiny bit of manipulation. Their mics were a little further apart, twide the distance shown.
I simply removed that part of the background, closing it in. Otherwise, the same picture. Then there’s Katie and Alex and Moxie and
Alex.
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Added to the folio page – How Rogue Stole Christmas, where they are a little larger, etc. Now on to the rest of the images. After 
which I have some end-of-yeat adjustments to make to the site – and get back to the rest of the Easter Island images still to be 

included.    Page 2 of 2
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